Helicobacter pylori and gastroesophageal reflux disease.
The nature of the relationship between Helicobacter pylori (Hp) infection and gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) remains unclear. This article reviews the current body of knowledge regarding the association between these two common entities. The authors examine the potential interactions of Hp and GERD from epidemiologic and pathophysiologic viewpoints and summarize and critique the prevalence and eradication studies that have been performed to date. Special consideration is given to the possible effects that long-term use of proton pump inhibitors may have on Hp gastritis.